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Welcome to the Club 
newsletter and trust you 
have enjoyed a well-earned 
summer break.
I am pleased to say that cataloguing of 
the various photos and trophies held 
at Inverleith has now been completed. 
I did not know there is an Angling 
Trophy as shown in the photo so if any 
of you wish to set up an Angling Club 
the trophy is available! The Cabinet 
donated by the Melville College Trust in 
memory of Gordon Ellis has kindly been 
refurbished by school and is restored 
to its former glory. The FP Club and 
Sports Clubs Honour Boards however 
still require to be updated. 

I attended club lunches at Inverleith 
which are usually on the last Friday of 
each month. These are well attended but 
please contact the Development Office 
in advance so that numbers are known. I 
attended a lunch in May in Inverness for 
local FPs where a number had travelled 

quite far so thanks to them for attending 
and to Bruce Field and Angela Alexander 
for their organisation.  I was also very 
pleased to attend a sponsored drinks 
reception at Mary Erskine held by the 
school in June to thank various groups 
connected to the schools.

I would like to thank the Development 
Office for their organisation of the 
inaugural Summer Social held at 
Stewart’s Melville College on 1st 
June. All those attending were very 
impressed by the technical facilities 
now at the school although perhaps 
more so by wine and beer served in the 
dining hall! Various year groups then 
had reunions in the evening, and I had 
a great time with fellow 1974 leavers.

Unfortunately, this year I was not able 
to attend the School Prizegiving, but 
thanks go to the FP Club Treasurer, Rob 
Kernohan, for representing the Club.  
I received however many thank you 
letters from pupils who had received 
prizes awarded by the FP Club. I was not 
aware of this tradition, but the letters 
expressed thanks to the School and 
looking forward to being Former Pupils.     

Chris Anderson

A Word from the President

Thanks to those of you who completed 
the Alumni survey which had a great 
response rate. Analysis has still to 
be finalised but will help with future 
projects. The FPs are always looking 
for help so if you would like to assist, 
please contact either myself or the 
Development Office.

Christopher Anderson, DSMC 1974
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Parent Club News and Events
Title Date Location How to Book

ESMS Community 
Coffee Morning 

30 August 2024 The Dean Please contact development@esms.org.uk to book

FP Club Monthly Lunch 30 August 2024 Inverleith Please contact development@esms.org.uk to book

ESMS Community 
Coffee Morning

27 September 2024 The Dean Please contact development@esms.org.uk to book

FP Club Monthly Lunch 27 September 2024 Inverleith Please contact development@esms.org.uk to book

Glasgow Club 
Casual Drinks

22 October 2024
Sloans Bar, 
Argyll Arcade

Please contact development@esms.org.uk 
for more information

ESMS Community 
Coffee Morning

25 October 2024 The Dean Please contact development@esms.org.uk to book

FP Club Monthly Lunch 25 October 2024 Inverleith Please contact development@esms.org.uk to book

Melville College Lunch 1 November 2024 Inverleith
Please contact development@esms.org.uk 
for booking details

ESMS Community 
Coffee Morning

29 November 2024 The Dean Please contact development@esms.org.uk to book

FP Club Monthly Lunch 29 November 2024 Inverleith Please contact development@esms.org.uk to book

FP Club Christmas Lunch 20 December 2024 Inverleith
Please contact development@esms.org.uk 
for booking details

FP Club Monthly Lunch 31 January 2025 Inverleith Please contact development@esms.org.uk to book

FP Club Monthly Lunch 28 February 2025 Inverleith Please contact development@esms.org.uk to book

FP Club Monthly Lunch 28 March 2025 Inverleith Please contact development@esms.org.uk to book

FP Club Monthly Lunch 25 April 2025 Inverleith Please contact development@esms.org.uk to book

FP Club Monthly Lunch 30 May 2024 Inverleith Please contact development@esms.org.uk to book
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SPORTS CLUBS UPDATE
Rugby Club
In my last update, the 1st XV had just 
guaranteed that they would be playing 
in National League Division 2 again in 
season 2024/25 by beating Newton 
Stewart 28-25 at Inverleith on 27th 
January.

We followed that up with an excellent 
35-14 home win over Gordonians on 
3rd February then played a rare Friday 
night fixture on 9th February, putting 
in a decent performance in losing 
24-15 to Lasswade under the lights 
at Hawthornden. We then finished 
the season with a solid 29-45 win 
over Aberdeen Grammar on 17th 

February that unfortunately confirmed 
relegation for the home side.

We ended the season in 6th place in 
the table with a record of Played 18 / 
Won 8 / Lost 9 / Drew 1. Way better 
than last season, then, but with plenty 
of room for improvement. 

The 2nd XV performed well in East 
Region Reserve League Division 
1, our new connections with both 
Heriot-Watt and Napier Universities 
meaning we had a much bigger player 
pool to draw upon. The 2s finished the 
season in third place, having won 11 
of their 14 games. They did the double 
over Currie 3s and Accies 2s and, 
most pleasingly of all, were the only 
team to beat champions Watsonians 
this season. It’s fair to say that Finlay 
Calder hasn’t stopped grinning since 
our resounding 36-15 victory at 
Inverleith on 9th March!

Off the pitch we have been busier 
than ever this season:

The club’s Golf Day at the Royal Burgess 
on October 12th was a sell out with 21 
teams taking part. I gather planning is 
already well underway for this year’s 
event. 

The game against Berwick at 
Inverleith was preceded with a sold 

out lunch to mark the awarding of 
retrospective Scotland caps to Simon 
and Julian Scott for a game against 
a French XV in Tarbes back in May 
1986. 

Several more of our Community 
Sports Days for children with any 
disability and their siblings have 
taken place, the last of them on 
9th June. It’s nice to report that the 
Club have been formally recognised 
for these events, with Guinness Six 
Nations choosing us as their Ultimate 
Guinness Rugby Experience winners 
for the international against France 
at Murrayfield. Sports Day supremo 
Jason Conlin was also presented with 
the SRU’s Volunteer of the Season in 
Adult Rugby award for the East Region Photos credit to Jax Mackenzie
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then went on to claim the overall adult 
Volunteer of the Season award. 

Jason has also driven forward the 
establishment of the Club’s gym at 
the south end of the main stand and, 
along with Ali Stewart, has launched 
the Business Club. Two initiatives that 
could prove to be game changers for 
the club over the next few seasons. 

We held our annual end of season 
awards ceremony at Inverleith on 
11th May. James Ferguson picked up 
the Players’ Player Of The Year award 
while the Clubman Of The Year award 
went to 2nd XV coach Adrian Graves. 

Jason Conlin was elected Club 
President at our AGM on 13th June. 
Angus Kirk, previously Chairman of 
our Stew Mel Lions mini section, is 
Jason’s VP. David Lister was also 
elected as our new Chairman, with 
previous incumbent Keith Schorah 
stepping back to focus on budgeting 
and club finances.

Preparations are well in hand for the 
new season. Our head coach, Alex 
Hagart, has decided to take a break 
from coaching and departs with our 
best wishes for all of his hard work 
on behalf of the club over the last few 
years. He will always be welcome back 
at Inverleith. The remaining coaches 
are staying on for the 2024/25 
campaign and have been joined by 
Hayden Lingard from the School. 

Preseason training began at the start 
of July with 32 players attending 
the first session. Among the many 
new faces were several players who 
will be joining us from SMC. We are 
now working towards preseason 
games against Alnwick, Garnock 
and Linlithgow in the second half of 
August, with the league kicking off 
on 7th September when we welcome 
newly relegated GHK to Inverleith. 

Bill McNie, Former Club President



Hockey Club
At the end of the 2023-24 hockey 
season it has been another successful 
year for the hockey club with both 
individual and team success. 

Within the men’s section our first 
team managed to retain their 
premiership status for another year. 
The team and coaching staff worked 
incredibly hard all season with 
performances improving throughout 
the year. Unfortunately, a few too 
many draws left them in the relegation 
playoff. The team’s hard work paid 
off in the end with a comfortable 
win over Gordonians keeping them 
in the top tier of Scottish Hockey for 
another season. One area the club 
has recently prided itself on is the 
integration of school boys playing 
adult hockey throughout all of our 
teams, with our first team having 
many current school players playing 
each week. Many of whom have grown 
through the club previously playing 
for our youth teams. Elsewhere, our 
second team had a very successful 
season finishing third in the 4th tier of 
Scottish Hockey. The 2s also reached 
the District Plate final narrowly losing 
out to Menziehill. Meanwhile, our third 
team finished fourth in their league 
and our Development team finished 
second in their division. Unfortunately, 
as a development team they cannot 
be promoted into the next division.

The 2023-24 season was always 
going to be a transitional season for 
our ladies teams with a new coach 
coming into our ladies first team which 
in turn resulted in some changes on 
personnel throughout our teams. In 

the end our ladies 1st team finished 
3rd in the National league missing out 
on promotion back to the Premiership. 
The team played well throughout and 
were a very young team in comparison 
to their rivals. Hopefully a year’s 
experience will stand them in good 
stead for another push for promotion 
next year. Elsewhere our ladies 2s 
finished comfortably mid-table in the 
third tier of Scottish hockey, whilst our 
ladies 3s struggled at times with player 
availability and were unfortunately 
relegated from their division. 

As with previous seasons our youth 
section has grown from strength 
to strength with over 250 youth 
members taking part in coaching and 
matches. There is no doubt the club 
has to thank our youth committee, 
youth coaches and all the parents 
involved. This season also saw our 
boys U14 team reach the semi-final 
of the National Club Cup, narrowly 
losing to Inverleith on the day. 

Individually, the hockey club has 
excelled this season with a number 
of our players representing Scotland 
at age group and Masters level. A 
very recent success has been Jack 
Adams selection to the Scotland U21 
team. Whilst Olly Pilinger and Jamie 
Hendry were selected for Scotland 
Emerging Boys recent tour to Ulster. 
We also had an incredible 12 boys 
take part in the U14 inter district 
tournament. Meanwhile our older 

players have also been racking up a 
number of international appearances. 
Richard Wright and Martin Constable 
represented Scotland at their 
respective age groups at the Masters 
Indoor World Cup, with Richard 
returning home with a silver medal! 
Both Richard and Martin were also 

selected for the recent home Nations 
tournament along with Ross Young, 
Jamie Jackson, Rich McCorkell, Ally 
Dodge and Graham Batchelor. Not to 
be outdone the girls have also had an 
incredible level of representation at 
Masters competitions with Lyndsay 
Gowans, Annie McSherry, Jordana 
Emerson, Claire Grant, Lynsey Wright 
and Var Cooper all pulling on the 
Scotland jersey. While members 
Tara You has been umpiring in these 
events and coach Aiden was also 
coaching. Overall a very impressive list 
of individual honours and hopefully 
more to come next season. 
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BRANCH CLUBS

Glasgow Club
Our next gathering will be an informal drinks meet up which will take place on 22 October at Sloans Bar, 62 Argyll Arcade, 
108 Argyll Street, Glasgow, G2 8BG from 6-8pm.  All are welcome to attend. Please contact development@esms.org.uk 
for more information and to indicate your attendance.

The Glasgow Club intend taking a table at the pre match lunch for the game at Old Anniesland home of GHK on Saturday 
23rd November hoping on this occasion to witness an away victory. Otherwise, a small contingent visited the GRAF 
(nothing zoological - Glasgow Real Ale Festival) and enjoyed some product tasting. Providing the town has recovered and 
re-opened after the Open there is likely to be a trip to the Ayrshire Real Ale Festival in Troon in early October.

Please contact Rod Hunter on rod@rodcando.co.uk for more information.

Australia Club
The Sydney branch Annual Lunch took place 
on 30 April at The Oaks Hotel, Neutral Bay, 
Sydney. Picture – from left to right they are Duncan 
Black, Sandy Hinshelwood, Adam Doran (and his 
wife Jen) Brian Hunter and me.  The other attendee 
was Ian Anderstrem, but he had to leave early.  It 
was good to see Adam Doran and his wife who had 
travelled up from Hobart, Tasmania to join us.

The lunch is held every year on the first Tuesday 
after ANZAC Day which will be 29th April 2025 next 
year and is held at the Oaks Hotel in Neutral Bay.

Graeme Reid

NEWS FROM STEWART’S 
MELVILLE COLLEGE

A Word 
from the Head
During the summer break, we had a 
number of significant school trips taking 
place.  There was a hockey tour to South 
Africa for our senior players and it was the 
19th year that we took boys to Malawi to 
participate in charity work in July. 

There has been a huge amount going 
on around school during the summer 
term.  The Upper School children have 
of course had National 5, Higher and 
Advanced Highers to sit.  Since their 
return they have been engaging in a 
plethora of activities.  They have been 
doing ‘community days’ helping out 
local charities; had a huge amount of 
business people, many of whom are 
former pupils, speak to them at bespoke 
careers days; learnt how to apply for 

university and jobs; participated in Duke 
of Edinburgh expeditions; played cricket, 
golf and tennis; participated in sports 
day; performed in the musical, and been 
on CCF and RAF camps.  They have been 
learning a lot and have had a lot of fun 
doing so.  

The third year students have been 
on the ‘Carbisdale Project’, no longer 
held at Carbisdale Castle itself, 
but in various different locations in 
the Highlands.  They had glorious 



weather for the majority of the trip, 
apart from the last two day expedition 
during which they experienced a 
rather torrential downpour!  They 
went hillwalking (of course), canoed, 
mountain biked, learnt bushcraft 
and orienteering and had a good 
fun together in the great outdoors.  
Some have since been to Frankfurt 

in Germany, not for the European 
Football Championships, but for a 
German immersion trip for our talented 
linguists. The Business and Economics 
students have also participated in 
a highly contested Dragon’s Den 
competition in which they have pitched 
a new business idea to a team of local 
entrepreneurs.  There are certainly 
a few budding entrepreneurs in the 
making among them.

The Middle School students in S1 
and S2 have been doing internal 
assessments, and then they had an 
activity week with their Mary Erskine 
counterparts, in which they golfed, 
went on water assault courses and (of 

course) did some hillwalking amongst 
other activities.

During the summer break, we had 
a number of significant school trips 
taking place. There was a hockey tour 
to South Africa for our senior players 
and it was the 19th year that the boys 
visited Malawi to participate in charity 
work in July.

It has, as ever, been very busy, but a very 
rewarding term, and I’d like to publicly 
thank all my colleagues for providing the 
boys with such an outstanding all-round 
education for another year.

Frances McCrudden, 
Head of Stewart’s Melville College

Update from Development Office
As summer comes to an end, our S4, S5 
and S6 pupils have heaved a sigh of relief 
at receiving their examination results 
and are busy planning for next session, 
whether returning to ESMS or onwards to 
further education, work or travel. 

It was such a pleasure to meet so many 
of our alumni over the summer term at 
our SMC Summer Social and at various 
other gatherings in London, Edinburgh 
and Inverness.  We have been incredibly 
fortunate to have met alumni who had 
travelled internationally to join friends at 
these events, and many more who still 
live locally.   Planning is well underway for 
the next Summer Social, along with the 
various year group events, which will be 

taking place on Saturday 7 June 2025.  
Further information can be found in the 
Reunions section of this publication. 

We would like to express thanks to all our 
alumni who helped with our many careers 
events which take place after the exams 
in the summer term.  These gatherings 
are invaluable for our pupils who gain so 
much from the insight and information 
about the wide range of options available 
to them after school, from those who are 
working in a myriad of industries. 

Thank you to everyone who took the 
time to fill in our alumni survey which 
took place over March and April.  We 
are working through your answers to 

identify how best to meet your needs 
and ensure that school connections 
remain strong over the years. 

We are also looking forward to seeing 
former pupils on a more regular basis 
at our monthly Community Coffee 
mornings, which gives former pupils 
and staff the opportunity to join us 
for a coffee and a chat with our team, 
including Dr John Cooper, our Heritage 
Officer.  Jon brings along items of 
interest from our archives and is 
always happy to receive donations to 
add to our collection.  If you plan to 
attend can you please let us know on 
development@esms.org.uk so that we 
can ensure we have enough pastries!

Extra-Curricular Activities
I would like to take this opportunity to highlight one of our clubs that has focused on raising money for others. SMC Aid 
has been working this year to support a grassroots charity, Steps to Hope, based in Edinburgh. Several of those involved 
gave an excellent presentation at assembly where they highlighted how the charity helps homeless people by helping to 
alleviate and break the unrelenting cycle of homelessness. They have also held various events throughout the year to 
raise money including a non-uniform day in February.
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SMC ARCHIVES

The only Scot to have defeated the 
iconic Eric Liddell off scratch in a final 
in Scotland was Stewart’s College 
former pupil G Innes Stewart. He did so 
at Edinburgh University Sports in 1921 
clinching victory over a fast closing 
Liddell in the 220 yards, having earlier 
beaten him in a 100 yards heat. 

Stewart later recounted, “We were 
trotting out for the 100 yards heats, 
Liddell dressed in longish black pants 
and white vest. He was running me 
very close. I reached the tape a few 
inches in front. In the final the result 
was reversed. My self-esteem was 
to get another shock in the furlong. 
Liddell soon gained two yards on me. I 
narrowed the gap to about a yard and 
finally got home by inches. I realised 
a new power in Scottish athletics had 
arrived, Liddell had a curious action 
swinging his arms very high bringing 
his knees well up with his head well 

back. He was very modest, rather shy 
and most pleasant.” 

Stewart also played on the wing for the 
F.P. rugby team with fellow winger Ivan 
Tait who won the Scottish 100 yards 
title in 1920, finishing 3rd in 1921 
behind champion Liddell. At those 
Championships the relay race was 
won by Edinburgh University featuring 
Liddell, Stewart and another ‘Daniel,’ 
J.M. Davie, M.C., who had recovered 
from extensive war wounds. And in the 
1925 Championships when Liddell 
again won the three sprints, another 
‘Daniel’ appeared on the champions’ 
rostrum, C.B. Mein, half mile winner.

In April that year Liddell with colleague 
D.P. Thomson addressed Stewart’s 
pupils at school, while a few months 
later he also attended the Annual 
Sports at Inverleith giving a brief 
speech to the crowd.

Innes Stewart was a versatile 
schoolboy sportsman - 1st XV, 1ST XI 
[alongside J.M. Davie], school tennis 
champion and excelling on the running 
track, setting a junior Scottish Schools 
100 yards record. 

Away from the sporting arena, he was a 
highly distinguished and accomplished 
individual. He had an exemplary war 
record, awarded the M.C. and Italian 
Military Medal after being severely 
wounded at Neuve Chapelle in northern 
France while a Lieutenant in the 9th 
Black Watch, later promoted to Captain. 

A Chartered Accountant, he was 
President of the C.A. Institute in 1956, 
senior partner of Martin Currie and Co, 
held numerous public appointments 
and in 1957 was appointed C.B.E. for 
his political and public service. He died 
in 1968 aged 72. 

Submitted by Jack Davidson

G. Innes Stewart & Eric Liddell - Daniel Stewart’s Connection

Photo of Stewart’s F.P. rugby team 1920/1 with Innes Stewart back row 2nd left and Ivan Tait back row 4th left.



Melville College Trust Update
It has been a busy time for the Trust 
as we managed the process of 
transitioning to a modern Scottish 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
(SCIO). It will help with Governance 
but also create a greater degree of 
flexibility. Many thanks to the Trust 
Secretary David Dunsire (ex Lindsays) 

who did most of the hard yards.

Sadder news about the passing of 
Margot Christie, Miss Christie to the 
Melville boys. She was a stalwart of 
the School and fondly remembered 
by all.

The Trust is holding a reunion for 
Melville FPs on November 1st, to 

which Stewarts FPs and Mary Erskine 
Ladies are warmly welcomed to come 
along. The highlight will be seeing 
some restored cine film from the 50’s 
and 60’s of the School, which will 
bring back great memories. 

Stephen L L Paterson, Chairman, 
Melville College Trust

SMC Summer Social
Morning Tours and Lunch
On Saturday 1 June, Stewart’s Melville College welcomed nearly 100 alumni for a heartfelt reunion that combined nostalgia 
with a sense of progress.  The day was filled with tours, a special lunch and various evening gatherings that highlighted both 
the enduring spirit and the modern advancements of the institution.

The morning began with alumni gathering in the Tom Fleming Centre for a catch up with coffee and a look at archive 
materials from their time at school.  The visitors were struck by the blend of continuity and change throughout the campus.  
Highlights of the tour included the impressive Tom Fleming Centre, the current library, housed in the former chapel, and 
the innovative design and technology department, which still retains some desks from when attendees were pupils!  These 
spaces underscored the school’s commitment to evolving while maintaining its rich heritage.

A particular point of interest was the newly constructed Rutherford building, featuring state-of-the-art classrooms that left 
many alumni in awe.  Yet it was the return to their old form rooms in the Old College that truly tugged at their heartstrings, 
sparking memories of days gone by.

The tours were followed by a grown-up version of a school lunch, where alumni enjoyed hearty servings of stovies and 
lasagne, accompanied by beverages not typically found on the school menu, including beer and wine.  This meal provided a 
perfect setting for old friends to reconnect and reminisce. 

Afternoon Visits to Former Boarding Houses
In the afternoon, former boarders had the opportunity to visit Dean Park House and Erskine House. These visits were 
particularly poignant as they marked the final farewell to these buildings as boarding houses, set to close at the end of June.  
Alumni wandered through the familiar rooms, sharing stories and rekindling memories of their boarding days.  

Evening Year Group Reunions
The evening was dedicated to year group reunions, with several classes celebrating milestone anniversaries.  Each group 
gathered at different venues around the city, turning the reunion into a vibrant city-wide celebration.  

DSMC Class of 1974: This group met at Gusto, enjoying a delightful meal that extended late into the night, filled with 
laughter and stories from their school days.

ESMS Class of 1984: They gathered at the former Mary Erskine home on Queen Street, now Yotel, for a buffet, drinks and a 
nostalgic slide show. 

ESMS Class of 2004: Their reunion began at Whigham’s with drinks and nibbles before heading further into town, 
continuing their celebrations well into the night.

ESMS Class of 2014: The youngest of the reunion groups started their night at Copper Blossom, reconnecting over drinks 
and planning future get-togethers.

Looking Ahead
The success of this year’s reunion has already sparked enthusiasm for next year.  Bookings are now open for the 2025 
reunion, scheduled for 6 June 2025.  We have a special early bird rate at the moment so book now for your discounted 
tickets.  Planned gatherings include celebrations for the DSMC Class of 1975 and the ESMS Classes of 1985, 1995, 2005 
and 2015.  Alumni can secure their spots and look forward to another day of cherished memories and renewed connections 
by visiting https://www.trybooking.com/uk/DOWX. 

The Summer Social was more than just an event; it was a celebration of community, history, and the enduring bond between 
alumni and the school.  The day highlighted how much the school has grown whilst still holding on to the essence of what 
makes it special to so many. 

REUNIONS
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DSC Class of 1964 – Diamond Jubilee Lunch
After our final Closing Concert in the Usher Hall, the Daniel Stewart’s Class of 1964 
adjourned to Fullers Restaurant in Princes Street for a meal. (This establishment 
was unlicensed and is long gone, although these two facts are not necessarily 
connected!) It was agreed to keep in touch and to aim to meet every year. Adam 
McBride agreed to act as the Secretary and gathered contact details necessary for 
snail mail.

Our aim has been achieved. We have indeed met every year. Not even COVID could 
stop us, thanks to Zoom. We have patronised a wide range of venues over the 
years, notably Inverleith. Some of the early gatherings were rather lively and not 

without incident, but we are now certainly older and, we hope, wiser.

Our Diamond Jubilee lunch was held at The New Club, 
Princes Street on the Friday closest to the 60th anniversary 
of the day we left school (Friday 26 July). There was an 
excellent attendance of 24.

Adam McBride began the formal part of the proceedings 
by welcoming everyone, with a special welcome to Grant 
Shannon who was joining us for the first time.

He then read out five apologies.

Thanks were extended to James Murray for facilitating the 
use of the venue and liaising with the management.

The 60th anniversary was an occasion to reflect on the past. 
We recalled classmates who were no longer with us:

Les Arnott, Kenneth Bigam, Ian Brooks, Roddy Campbell, 
Iain Coyle, Graham Grant, Roger Gray, Stuart Henderson, 
Tom Hood, Graeme Millar, Alan Norbury, Ron Scobie, Robin 
Watson and Graham Wilson.

We stood in silence to remember them.

We also recalled George Allan, one of our former teachers, 
who had died in October 2023. George was a guest at our 
50th reunion. We were represented at his funeral.

Paul Maxwell, another of our former teachers, had been 
invited to join us, but was unable to attend. Everyone 
signed a card wishing him well.

Adam then mentioned a number of our classmates with 
whom we have lost contact over the years.

Various memorabilia had been brought along. Adam had a copy of the Service for Leavers as well as the Stewart’s College 
Song, and this prompted a Toast to the School. He had also found a letter dated December 1969 from Hugh Stevenson 
when he was in Yugoslavia (as it then was). Adam invited Hugh to read out this letter which provided much hilarity. This was 
probably the only time that Hugh had not been present at one of our gatherings. Adam thanked Hugh and others who had 

an almost perfect attendance record for 
their strong support over the years.

Calder Benzies had brought along 
a collection of photographs which 
he had compiled while acting as the 
school’s archivist, and these generated 
considerable interest.

Thoughts then turned to the future. We 
agreed to meet again. deo volente, on a 
Friday late in July 2025 close to the 61st 
anniversary of leaving school. The exact 
date would be confirmed in due course.

Informal chat then ensued for quite a while 
before we all went our separate ways.

Adam McBride
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JOHN CRUICKSHANK VC, DSC 1939
John Cruickshank has been awarded a medal for giving ‘so much in the service’ of the country during the Second World War.  
John was given the Air Efficiency Award which recognised volunteers who served in the RAF’s reserve contingents during the war.  

Due to an oversight, John did not receive his award at the time.  He has previously been awarded the UK’s highest award for 
gallantry, the Victoria Cross, after sinking a U-boat despite sustaining 72 separate injuries.  He is the last living recipient of a 
VC awarded during the War.  

John was the captain of a Catalina flying boat with 210 Squadron, flying submarine hunting missions from RAF Sulom Voe, 
Shetland. In July 1944 on a patrol north into the Norwegian Sea to protect the British Home Fleet as it returned from an 
attack on the German battleship Tirpitz, Mr Cruickshank and his crew spotted a German type U-boat on the surface.  He 
dropped depth charges, sinking the U-boat while four of his crew were injured and his navigator killed by the German anti-
aircraft fire.  Two of his 72 injuries were life threatening but he managed to fly the aircraft and his surviving crew members 
home and land safely.  

Last year, a retired captain of the Royal Auxiliary Air Force Foundation, Bob Kemp, noticed that the Air Efficiency Award was 
not on Mr Cruickshank’s medal rack, and began researching to check if John was eligible.  He sent his findings to the Medal’s 
Office which, after an appeal, confirmed Mr Cruickshank should have received the award more than 75 years ago.  There 
were only two such medals left in stock, one of which he has now received.  

Presenting the award, Mr Kemp said “it is always a pleasure to meet John in Aberdeen, and I was delighted to be able to 
present him with his long overdue medal. His many honours and awards clearly distinguish him as one of the thousands of 
RAF reservists who have given so much in the service of this country.  The RAF has a proud tradition of maritime patrol that 
they continue from Scotland – a tradition exemplified by John Cruickshank and his generation”.

THOMAS WALKER 
(2020)
A private screening took place at the Hippodrome in 
Bo’ness on 2 June of a film produced by Thomas Walker 
as part of his degree in Film at Napier University.  The film 
was called Mither and featured fellow former pupil Iain 
McGrigor (2024) in one of the main roles.  
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TALES OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
MATHEMATICAL OLYMPIAD

Adam McBride left Daniel Stewart’s 
College in 1964 and studied 
Mathematics at the University of 
Edinburgh completing a BSc and 
a PhD.  In 1971 joined Strathclyde 
University and is now Emeritus 
Professor there.  Adam has been 
involved in numerous organisations 
promoting mathematics and 
has delivered much support to 
mathematics in schools through 
presentations to teachers and 
pupils. In 1999 he was awarded 
an OBE for his services to the 
understanding of mathematics 
in schools.   He remains heavily 
involved in the mathematics world 
and in 2024 chaired the Jury of 
the International Mathematical 
Olympiad for the third time.

The International Mathematical 
Olympiad (IMO) is an annual 
competition for high school students 
from all over the world. The first IMO 
was held in Romania in 1959 with 
just seven countries taking part. The 
65th IMO was held in Bath during the 
period 11-22 July 2024. No fewer than 
609 contestants from 108 countries 
took part. Full results and much more 
besides can be found at the website 
imo-official.org.

The format of the competition is 
simple. Contestants sit two papers 
on consecutive mornings, each 
lasting 4.5 hours and containing just 
three problems! These problems are 
fiendishly hard, as they have to be, 
since we are dealing with the brightest 
young mathematicians in the world. 
To be honest, I can’t do most of them 
myself. If you want to have a go, you 
will find the problems from all IMOs at 
the website mentioned above.

After the two exams, the contestants 
can relax and socialise. This year, among 
other things, there was a choice of 
several excursions, 5-a-side football, 
board games and a well-being area 
where they could just chill out. Meanwhile 
the papers have to be “marked” and 
then there is a grand closing ceremony at 
which medals are dished out.

The process to select the UK team of 
6 starts with the Senior Mathematical 
Challenge run by the United Kingdom 

Mathematics Trust, consisting of 25 
multiple-choice questions. Roughly 
1000 students are then invited to 
take the first round of the British 
Mathematical Olympiad, 100 or so are 
selected to take the second round, 
20 attend a residential “camp” in 
Cambridge and eventually we get down 
to the last 6, with a few more camps 
along the way.

I first got involved in IMO in the early 
90s when I was asked to be the team 
Leader in 1993 in Istanbul. This was a 
steep learning curve as I found myself 
training six students who were far 
better at Olympiad problems than I was 
or ever will be. I performed the same 
role in 1996 (India), 1997 (Argentina) 
and 1998 (Taiwan). The UK hosted 
the IMO in Glasgow in 2002 and I was 
the Chair of the Jury. I performed this 
role in 2019 in Bath and again this 
year. (IMO 2024 was due to be held in 
Ukraine and the UK came to the rescue 
at short notice.) I am told than I might 
be the only person in the world who 
has chaired an IMO Jury three times! 
The working language was English 
but before any vote, motions had to 
be translated into French, German, 
Spanish and Russian.

The Jury is made up of the Leaders of all 
participating countries, who are usually 
university academics. (Each country 
also has a Deputy Leader, usually a 
high school teacher, who stays with the 
contestants and acts in loco parentis). 
This year we had 108 Leaders and so 
I was presiding over a version of the 
United Nations. The Jury is responsible 
for all academic aspects of the IMO.

Our first task was to select the 6 
problems for the two papers. A total 
of 229 problems were submitted by 
participating countries and a committee 
of top problem solvers spent a fortnight 
in Cambridge whittling this down to 
a short list of 32. This comprised 
8 problems in each of four areas: 
Algebra, Geometry, Number Theory and 
Combinatorics. It took us two whole 
days to get down to the final 6 problems. 
When it came to choosing the (so called) 
hardest problem on each of the two 
days, I had to use my casting vote after a 
tie, which I did only after consulting the 
problem-solving experts.

The next job was to translate the question 
papers into all languages needed by the 
contestants, of which there were 56. An 
English version was first agreed, followed 
by versions in French, German, Spanish 
and Russian. Each Leader then used 
one of these five templates and all 56 
versions were stuck up on a wall in our 
Bristol hotel. (We had to be kept out of 
the way of the contestants until after the 
second exam.) Then we had to agree mark 
schemes. This took almost two days, with 
lively debates. (For historical reasons 
each question is marked out of 7. Nobody 
seems to know why, when 10 would make 
more sense and give greater flexibility.)

On each day of the exams, contestants 
could ask questions during the first 30 
minutes if they didn’t understand what 
something in a problem meant. Since 
they were in Bath and we were still in 
Bristol the questions (and responses from 
Leaders) were conveyed electronically.

Then came the “marking” of the 
scripts, except that they were kept 
in pristine condition. Each page was 
scanned and then, for each question in 
turn, each Leader and Deputy Leader 
spent 30 minutes in discussion with 
two co-ordinators who ensured each 
country was treated fairly. Fortunately 
I was not involved in this and had time 
to go sightseeing.

In general, the final Jury meeting 
might have to deal with issues such as 
alleged cheating or improper behaviour. 
Fortunately there were no such issues 
this year and we could proceed to 
discuss medals. Half the contestants get 
a medal (over 300 this time) and gold, 
silver, bronze are awarded roughly in 
the ratios 1:2:3. This emphasises that 
IMO is a competition for individuals, 
not teams. However people like to look 
at teams and USA and China were the 
top two, which is not unusual. The UK 
team came 6th equal, the best UK 
performance since my 1996 team who 
came 5th out of 76.

Running an IMO is a mammoth operation. 
It seems a minor miracle that it works at 
all. At its peak there can be nearly 1200 
people involved. For me it was an honour 
and privilege to be Chair of the Jury and I 
enjoyed every minute of it.

Adam McBride
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Rev Dr Cameron Hunter 
Langlands 

Cameron spent most of his childhood 
living in Musselburgh. He was 
educated at Stewart’s Melville from 
primary one until completing sixth form 
in 1983. His school reports describe 
him as a solid student with potential, 
winning the Kingsley Darling Prize for 
Religious Knowledge in 1981.

Throughout his childhood and 
teenage years it was not school but 
Northesk, the family parish church 
in Musselburgh, that had the biggest 
influence on his life. Cameron became 
a Sunday School teacher then 
superintendent and was a founding 
member of the youth fellowship. 

His great passion was the 61st 
Battalion of the Boys Brigade, which 
he attended from 1978 in the junior 
section through to the senior section 
where he was awarded the highest 
honour, the Queen’s badge, eventually 
becoming an officer.

On leaving school in 1983, Cameron 
joined British Telecom before moving 
to Scottish Widows, and it was during 
this period in his career that he felt a 
calling to enter into the ministry. He sat 
the selection board and was accepted 
as a candidate to become a Church of 
Scotland minister. 

In 1988 he was accepted into 
Edinburgh University to study 
divinity, where he achieved a first-
class honours degree and received 
a scholarship to study theology at 
Princeton University in New Jersey. 

After graduating from university with 
two master degrees and a PHD he left 
the sunshine of the east coast and 
moved west, where he carried out his 
probational year as Assistant Minister 
at Bonhill Parish Church in Alexandria. 

In 1995 he was appointed to his first 
charge as Minister at Renton Trinity 
Parish church in West Dunbartonshire. 
There, he led and grew the 
congregation until he decided to move 
on from parish ministry and joined the 
NHS in 1999, as Head of Chaplaincy 
for Mental Health Partnerships for 
Greater Glasgow and Clyde. 

He moved south in 2012, to take 
the position of Head of Chaplaincy 
at South London and Maudsley NHS 
Foundation Trust, whilst maintaining a 
strong link to Scotland by heading up 
mental health tribunals for Scotland 
and leading nationally on chaplaincy 
professional codes of practice. 

Whilst in England he served 
as chaplain and governor to St 
Eanswythe’s Church of England 
Primary School in Folkestone, Kent.

Michael P West, 
DSC 1965

Michael West was School Captain of 
Daniel Stewart’s from 1964 -1965.

Michael (Mike) went to school at Daniel 
Stewart’s College in Edinburgh and 
loved the introduction the school gave 
him to sports like rugby and cricket and 
both the academic and outdoor life.  He 
went on to study French and German 

literature at St Andrews University. 

In his 20s Mike taught English as 
a foreign language in Finland and 
Germany and valued these years 
highly.   On returning to Scotland he 
decided against a domestic teaching 
career. He joined the Scottish Office 
in 1975 which during the course 
of his 32-year career became the 
Scottish Executive and the Scottish 
Government. Of his six postings his 
time in criminal justice and civil law 
were by far the longest and most 
rewarding and included the excitement 
of taking legislation through both the 
Westminster and Scottish Parliaments. 
Mike was very committed to his work 
and long hours became a way of life in 
the latter part of his career. 

In 1979 an elderly friend told Mike that 
if she had her life over again she would 
join the Unitarians. Curiosity drove 
Mike to St Mark’s the next Sunday 
and a few weeks later he applied to 
become a member. St Mark’s became 
his spiritual home for the rest of his 
life and Mike greatly appreciated 
the ministries of Rev Andrew Hill, 
Rev Maud Robinson and Rev Peter 
Fairbrother. His service as a trustee 
for St Mark’s included four years as 
church treasurer. He supported the 
Chennai Fund as its treasurer for 
many years and obtained charitable 
status for the Fund in 2008. He visited 
Chennai twice, most memorably for 
the celebrations on opening the new 
church and developed a deep affection 
and respect for the people there.   

An uncle took Mike walking in the Lake 
district when he was 12 and instilled 
in him a lifelong passion for the hills. 
Edinburgh club All Year Ramblers 
taught him how to navigate in the hills 
and where the finest Scottish hills 
were to be found. Mike enjoyed the 
social aspects of hillwalking, but also 
developed a love for walking alone, 
which had a meditational quality for 
him. It also freed him from the physical 
pressure of keeping up with fitter 
companions who it has to be said were 
often at risk of hypothermia, waiting 
for him at the summit. Mike thought 
the Scottish mountain heritage richly 

OBITUARIES
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rewarding and loved the moment of 
elation on seeing the cairn, knowing 
the hard hours of uphill slog had been 
worth it. Mike climbed all the Scottish 
Munros, The Corbetts and many of the 
Grahams.

Mike was an avid reader all his life, 
his favourite authors ranging from 
Walter Scott to Charles Dickens, John 
Steinbeck to William Dalrymple, and 
Heinrich Boell to Guenther Grass. 

Mike’s life was punctuated by ill 
health, and he felt a strong debt of 
gratitude to the medical profession 
for the care and attention he received 
from them. Mike derived immense 
pleasure from the activities he was 
able to pursue. Hillwalking or cross-
country skiing at weekends and 
holidays on most continents filled his 
desire for adventure and his interest 
in foreign cultures. They left him with 
vivid memories : [the blue boobies 
of the Galapagos, the desert oases 
along the Silk Road, the Uighur faces 
at the Kashgar Sunday market, the 
magnificent national parks of Argentina 
and Chile, the rock hewn churches of 
Lalibela in Ethiopia, meeting the village 
fathers in a remote village in Ghana, 
searching for tigers in the nature 
reserves of India, cycling through bike 
rush hour in Hanoi, the smiling faces 
on the temples of Angkor Wat. He was 
greatly saddened that some countries 
he had visited such as Libya and Syria 
became extremely unsafe latterly and 
magnificent heritage sites like Palmyra 
and Leptis Magna were at risk of 
destruction. 

Mike was a member of the John 
Muir Trust, the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds, a supporter of the 
Scottish Chamber Orchestra and the 
Edinburgh International and Science 
Festivals, and a trustee of the Scottish 
Youth Hostel Association.  He also 
enjoyed regular visits to Chester-le-
Street to watch his birth county team 
play cricket.

Harry Keith Robertson, 
DSC 1948
Harry Robertson was born and raised 
in Edinburgh and educated at Daniel 
Stewart’s College.  He excelled in 
music, history and games, being head 
prefect of the school and captain of 

the school rugby team. He studied and 
graduated in medicine in Edinburgh. 

During university holidays he, with 
other students, joined in activities 
connected with the Iona community, 
including helping with holidays for 
disadvantaged teenagers at Camus, 
an outdoor centre owned by the 
community – his ability with a guitar 
was popular at campfires. 

After graduation and house jobs, he 
took up a medical position at the Keith 
Falconer Mission hospital in Aden, now 
Yemen. He returned to the UK after 
nine years of very rewarding medical 
activity, both in Aden and up country 
in Beihan, where diseases of poverty, 
including TB were rife.  

He then worked in general practice 
in Hertfordshire and brought up his 
family.  

As part of Harry’s Band, he played 
for events raising funds for respite 
holidays for disabled young adults. 
Several members of the group took 
part in these holidays, which were 
much enjoyed.  Harry also played the 
bagpipes at funerals or weddings of 
Scots in the locality.  Musical activities 
raised over �32,000 for charities. 

Norman Stocks, 
DSC 1949
My husband, Norman Stocks, died on 
Nov 13th 2023 aged 93 . He was a 
pupil at Daniel Stewart’s, left in 1947 
He was the third generation of Stocks 
who attended the school, followed 
by our sons Kenneth & Brian who 
were at school from age 5. Norman 
went to Heriot Watt where he studied 
optics. He then did two years National 
Service, serving in the RAMC, luckily 
as an optician, mainly in Germany. 
He married myself, Mary Rose, in 
Scotland in 1954. Norman worked as 
optical Manager at J Lizars, Shandwick 
Place until retirement. He was a keen 
member of the Rugby Club, played 
then supported the team for years, 
until it became too difficult.  He was a 
long-standing Elder at Cramond Kirk. 
His great joy was his garden, spending 
hours keeping it beautiful, growing 
vegetables for many to enjoy. A gentle, 
kindly man, much loved.

Contributed by Mary Rose Stocks 

Elizabeth Sally Ray

Elizabeth Sally Ray was born on May 
26th 1943 and I was born 10 months 
later. We were the youngest of the 11 
Ray cousins: the eldest Tony was killed 
in the war, while we two were born 
during it.

Sally was a Ray of Sunshine since her 
birth- her dad always called her this; 
and I’m sure Sally was thinking of him 
when she created her email address of 
“Sunray 34”! Sally and I were always 
amused that she was called after her 
two rebel aunts- Elizabeth (Auntie 
Betty, Jimmy’s youngest sister and my 
Mum) and Sarah (Auntie Sally, Jane’s 
younger sister). From Auntie Sally she 
inherited her love of fast, bright cars 
and the Prince love of roses. From 
Auntie Betty and her father, Jimmy, she 
inherited the love of History and ability 
to remember and quote poetry; and 
from all her Ray relatives the love of 
sport and laughter.

Sally and I spent many of our 
Christmases, during our young and 
teenage years, together with our 
parents and my older brother Chris in 
12, Buckingham Terrace, the Boarding 
house of the then Melville College. 
We had great fun playing “Hide and 
Seek” or being chased by Chris up and 
down the endless stone flights of stairs 
between the 4 floors- in and out of 
the boot room and empty dormitories, 
down to the basement, where Sally’s 
Dad would be in charge of preparing 
the Christmas feast. There we would 
visit Nessie, the kind and loving 
housekeeper, who Sally adored and 
who loved Sally.

Every summer Sally and her parents 
would travel south to stay with us on 
their way to Rye, until we moved to 
Ireland. They then stayed with one 
of Jimmy’s other sisters, Edith, who 
had moved to live in Northwood in the 
early 1950s. On the way they would 
visit Granny Prince, and Sally told me 
stories of having her hair rinsed in rain 
water by her granny, so that it shone 
like gold. She always looked like Alice 
in Wonderland with her long fair hair 
and beautiful clothes- this care for hair 
and good clothes continued all her life, 
and she loved telling everyone that 
her hairdresser was Queen Elizabeth’s 
when the queen was in Edinburgh.
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We had some fun teenage years in 
Edinburgh and Ireland, and because 
neither of us had a sister, there were 
many exchanges of gossip of teenage 
boyfriends. In Edinburgh we would 
walk over the Dean Bridge to Prince’s 
Street to have hot chocolate, spend 
the evenings in the Buckingham Pub, 
3 doors from no.12, visit Anne, who 
lived a few doors in the other direction, 
and spend the weekends watching 
the Melville FP rugby matches, joining 
the FPs for beers afterwards. I always 
arrived back in Ireland with new risque 
rugby club songs! Talking of Sally’s 
great friend Anne; Anne remembers 
attending all of Sally’s birthday parties 
in May, where the tradition was that all 
the children had their first swim in the 
sea, however cold it was.

Sally went to school at Cranley, and 
afterwards followed in the family 
tradition of teaching. She trained at 
Moray House as a Primary school 
teacher-and after spending a couple 
of years teaching at Granton school 
she returned to Cranley School as 
a teacher in P4; and when Cranley 
closed in 1979 she joined the staff at 
St George’s Primary school as a P4 & 
P5 teacher, until her retirement. She 
loved teaching and was loved and is 
still remembered by many of the girls 
and their parents. But she regretted 
the demise of “chalk and talk”, when 
the Department of Education required 
much more paper work and filling in of 
forms.  When Sally brought me around 
St George’s, to see her classroom 
and meet some of her colleagues, her 
enthusiasm for her job was palpable.

Sally loved all young people and was 
interested to hear all about their lives 
and interests. Whether it was the 
girls from St Georges’, or the Primary 
school children who passed by her gate 
every day, or Kate’s Kalvin and Camille 
(who both brought Sally so much 
joy), of Viv’s Katy, of whose academic 

achievements Sally was so proud, or 
Debbie’s boys, whose lives she was 
always interested in, Helen’s Harry, 
who helped her regularly with lifts and 
who was an enormous help to us all 
during Sally’s 70th at the Boat Club; 
and of course, her care for Kathy’s 
Jeremy was well known and Jeremy 
adored Sally, calling her his second 
Mummy. When cousin Nick Dodds 
came to live in Edinburgh, Sally was 
thrilled to get to know his three girls 
and they loved visiting cousin Sally. 
Sally and her love of the young reminds 
me of the final words in “Good-bye 
Mr Chips”, when a new teacher at the 
school remarks to the headmaster, 
“But Mr Chips had no children of his 
own” and the Headmaster replies, “But 
he did, he had thousands and they 
were all boys” In Sally’s case, she had 
thousands of children as well- all boys 
and girls.

Sally’s friend Kate told me that 
although Sally wasn’t one for going 
abroad, she had a wonderful holiday 
in 2001 in New York with her friend 
Lorna, where they happened to meet 
Arnold Schwarzennegger, it was a 
case of little and large. Kate and 
Camille went to London with Sally the 
following year to see “My Fair Lady”. 
Apparently Sally insisted that they had 
a rickshaw ride back to the hotel- a bit 
of a white knuckle ride in and out of 
bollards at speed! In 2005 she went 
on an amazing cruise on the QE2 
with her friends Celia and Dave to the 
Norwegian Fjords- she reminisced 
about that trip a lot.

After Sally’s Mum, Jane, died, Sally and 
Jimmy would journey down south to 
spend Christmas’ with Derek Dodds 
(another Ray cousin) and his family in 
Moor Park. Liz Dodds can remember 
that after her Mum and Sally had been 
to church, Sally would be in charge of 
the sprouts, and Derek would always 
chivvy her along, calling her Ruby, after 

the maid in “Upstairs and Downstairs”. 
In later years Sally would stay with 
Tony and Jenny near Abingdon; she 
then had the chance of getting to know 
their daughter Helen’s 3 children and 
became very fond of them and they of 
her.

My children and grandchildren also 
got to know my fun cousin Sally, all 
enjoying her stories and her amusing 
company. She loved watching Niki’s 
first rugby match when he was about 
ten, and then following his progress 
over the years, and was thrilled when 
he and his dad, Markus, called to 
see her on their way to see Ireland 
playing Scotland at Murrayfield. 
Sally also came to Kate and Clare’s 
weddings, enjoying great giggles 
with my Mum, her Auntie Betty, over 
the words in one of the hymns. Our 
son Jamie is eternally grateful to the 
encouragement Sally, his Godmother, 
gave to him during his training for his 
flying career. Although I was unable to 
visit Sally in recent years, happily my 
daughter Kate with her husband and 
two girls, Clare’s Anna, her godson 
Jamie, and cousin Liz managed to visit 
Sally over the last year.

I could talk for ever about my cousin 
Sally, but time precludes it. I would just 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
all Sally’s good friends who supported 
her so kindly over her last few difficult 
years, when I was only able to talk or 
text her, and I would also like to thank 
the kind staff of the Murrayfield nursing 
home.  We will each remember Sally 
in our different ways- I will remember 
singing Loch Lomond in the car with 
her on our trips to the west; and I 
will think of Sally when I see a ray of 
Sunshine sparkling through the clouds. 
Sally has no more pain - she is at 
peace at last.

Extract from the eulogy given by 
Patricia O’Malley, cousin of Sally


