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The	Season	got	off	to	a	largely	positive	start	with	good	playing	numbers	in	evidence	and	a	real	buzz	
about	the	club.		The	Lions’	annual	fundraiser	took	place	on	22nd	September	with	circa	200	people	in	
attendance	and	a	portion	of	the	funds	raised	going	to	the	Wooden	Spoon	Charity.	

The	club	has	also	hosted	England	and	Lions	legend	and	current	Newcastle	coach	Dean	Richards	for	
an	entertaining	Q&A	evening.	 	Dean	and	Finlay	Calder	were	kind	enough	to	present	special	 ties	 to	
the	players	reaching	25,	50	and	75	“caps”	for	the	first	team	and	this	is	what	embodies	what	is	best	
about	amateur	sports	–	having	two	genuine	legends	of	the	sport	(with	three	more	Lions	players	and	
three	more	Scotland	players	also	in	attendance)	investing	in	grass	roots	sport	was	great	to	see	and	a	
real	honour	for	the	recipients.	

The	annual	Dinner	Dance	 is	 coming	up	on	9th	November,	 this	year	moving	 from	BT	Murrayfield	 to	
Prestonfield	 House	 hotel	 to	 accommodate	 a	 bigger	 event.	 	 TV	 celebrity	 Sally	 Gray	 will	 host	 the	
function	this	year,	and	Scott	Riddell	will	be	the	guest	of	honour	to	mark	his	distinguished	Scotland	7s	
career.		

On	playing	matters,	the	Lions	continue	in	rude	health	with	around	230	children	from	P1	to	P7	and	55	
coaches	 participating	 regularly.	 	 In	 addition	 to	 regular	 training	 sessions	 at	 Inverleith,	 the	 Lions	
participated	in	21	events	during	the	2017	/	18	season,	ranging	from	full-scale	tournaments	to	round	
robins	and	friendly	“development	fixtures”	and	this	season’s	schedule	looks	similarly	full.	

Our	Rugby	“Academy”	acts	as	a	youth	section	continuation	from	the	Lions’	mini	section	for	players	
from	S1-S6.	 	 Like	 the	Lions,	 the	Academy	 is	open	 to	all	players	 from	any	 school	who	want	 to	play	
rugby,	 embodying	 the	 same	 values	 and	 ethos	 as	 the	 Lions.	 	 The	 Academy	 provides	 a	 rugby	
programme	to	ensure	that	each	player	receives	a	well-balanced	season	plan	incorporating	specialist	
skills	 sessions	 and	 performance	 workshops	 from	 top	 coaches	 in	 a	 measured	 environment,	 with	
player	welfare	at	the	forefront.		Mixing	hard	work	and	fun	remains	at	the	core	of	everything	we	do		
at	Mini	and	Academy	level,	and	the	style	of	rugby	we	want	to	play	is	fast,	free-flowing	and	attractive	
to	watch.		

Life	does	not	stand	still,	however,	and	we	are	continually	searching	for	ways	to	improve	what	we	can	
offer	 the	 players.	 	 To	 that	 end,	 the	 decision	 was	 taken	 in	 the	 close	 season	 to	 join	 our	 Academy	
section	with	that	of	Heriot’s,	effectively	forming	a	new	club.		This	decision	has	been	taken	to	ensure	
that	both	 clubs	 can	provide	 the	players	with	 the	high	quality	 of	 coaching	 that	 they	have	 come	 to	
expect	as	well	as	the	opportunity	to	demonstrate	and	develop	their	skills	in	competitive	matches.		

We	believe	that,	by	coming	together,	we	will	provide	a	sustainable	platform	for	the	players	to	enjoy	
their	 rugby	 through	 the	 Midi	 age	 groups,	 encouraging	 as	 many	 as	 possible	 to	 take	 part	 and	 to	
prepare	them	for	Senior	rugby,	hopefully	as	part	of	the	Heriot’s	or	Stewart’s	Melville	Rugby	Clubs.	
The	combined	player	numbers	at	each	year	group	should	also	ensure	we	can	always	provide	a	full	
team	for	matches	on	a	Sunday	while	adhering	to	the	SRU	guidelines	on	player	welfare	by	not	playing	
more	than	90	minutes	of	rugby	within	a	48-hour	period.	

These	 arrangements	 are	 being	 phased	 in	 this	 season,	 and,	 while	 the	 changes	 are	 significant,	 the	
feedback	from	the	clubs,	players,	coaches	and	parents	to	date	has	been	phenomenal.			



The	Senior	Club	have	also	 forged	 links	with	our	 friends	at	Goldenacre	 this	 season,	with	our	3rd	XV	
joining	forces	with	their	Heriot’s	counterparts	to	form	the	Ferry	Road	Wanderers.	 	Both	clubs	have	
struggled	 to	 put	 3rd	 XVs	 out	 in	 recent	 seasons,	 with	 Stewart’s	 Melville	 deciding	 to	 stop	 playing	
competitive	 3rd	 XV	 games	 at	 the	 end	 of	 last	 season	 as	 we	 were	 simply	 failing	 to	 fulfil	 too	many	
fixtures.		

The	 Ferry	 Road	 Wanderers	 have	 taken	 the	 place	 of	 the	 Heriot’s	 3rd	 XV	 in	 East	 Reserve	 League	
Division	2,	and,	at	 the	time	of	writing,	sit	 in	 third	place	 in	 that	 league	with	 five	wins	out	of	seven.		
The	Wanderers	have,	 in	 fact,	 had	more	players	 than	 they	 know	what	 to	do	with	 at	 some	of	 their	
games,	 and	 there	 is	 now	 talk	 of	 establishing	 a	 second	 FRW	 team	 to	 player	 over	 35s	 or	 veterans’	
games.		

The	Wanderers	are	currently	playing	in	Heriot’s	colours,	but	will	be	donning	a	combined	strip	in	the	
very	 near	 future.	 	 As	 with	 the	 Academy,	 we	 have	 received	 considerable	 praise	 for	 deciding	 to	
swallow	our	pride	and	start	working	with	‘the	old	enemy’	along	the	road	for	the	good	of	both	clubs	–	
such	mergers	are	likely	to	become	more	and	more	common	if	player	numbers	continue	to	dwindle	
around	the	country.	

There’s	no	such	merger	further	up	the	Senior	club,	which	continues	to	run	two	proudly	independent	
XVs.		While	relegation	to	National	League	Division	2	at	the	end	of	last	season	wasn’t	pleasant,	there	
was	a	feeling	of	 inevitability	about	 it,	as	we	had	only	managed	to	win	9	of	our	previous	62	games.		
Coming	down	a	league	gives	us	a	change	to	regroup,	refocus	and	get	back	to	winning	ways.		

With	 club	 legend	Nick	McCashin	 having	 replaced	 Gordon	 Henderson	 as	 head	 coach,	 and	 Graham	
Inglis	 established	 as	 Director	 of	 Rugby,	 the	 Senior	 club	 feels	 in	 rude	 good	 health,	 with	 excellent	
numbers	down	at	preseason	training.		The	1st	XV	have	started	the	season	well,	and	sit	in	third	place	
in	National	2	at	the	time	of	writing.		

There	 was	 also	 a	 change	 on	 the	 committee	 side	 at	 the	 start	 of	 the	 season,	 with	 Finlay	 Calder	
replacing	Colin	Rigby	 as	Chairman.	 	 It’s	 sobering	 to	 think	where	we	might	now	 find	ourselves	 if	 it	
wasn’t	for	all	the	hard	work	that	Colin	has	done	for	the	Senior	club	over	the	years,	and	he	deserves	
immense	praise	 for	his	 efforts.	 	 Fin	has	played	a	major	part	 in	 re-energising	 the	Club	 this	 season,	
even	if	some	of	our	younger	players	have	had	to	ask	their	dads	who	the	tall	chap	with	the	white	hair	
on	the	touchline	is!	

Relegation	has	also	given	us	the	chance	to	visit	some	clubs	that	we	have	either	never	played	before,	
or	haven’t	played	 for	 some	time.	 	Our	National	League	Cup	tie	away	 to	Carrick	was	an	adventure,	
while	we	will	also	be	travelling	to	Dumfries	and	Inverness	on	league	duties	this	season.		It’s	a	tough	
league,	with	plenty	of	 streetwise	players	who	would	dearly	 love	 to	get	one	over	on	 the	 ‘big	guns’	
from	the	capital,	but	we	have	adapted	well	and	should	be	in	the	mix	for	promotion	at	the	end	of	the	
season	if	our	current	form	continues.		

Dropping	 down	 a	 league	 also	means	we	 need	 to	 provide	 a	 touch	 judge	 for	 each	 game	we	 play	 –	
thanks	are	due	to	Michael	Deignan	and	Colin	McKay	for	stepping	into	the	firing	line	for	us	during	the	
season	to	date!	

Inverleith	continues	to	boast	arguably	the	best	playing	surface	and	the	best	view	in	Scottish	rugby,	
and	everyone	who	plays	there	is	extremely	grateful	for	the	hard	work	that	Willie	Purdie	and	his	team	



of	groundsmen	put	in	on	our	behalf.		Despite	its	advancing	age,	the	clubhouse	still	draws	praise	from	
visiting	players	and	supporters,	with	Denise	Mitchell	and	her	team	offering	a	warm	welcome	to	all.		
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